
Ethics in CogSci



1. Human Participants in Experiments

● Informed consent to collect data from participants

● Participants receive appropriate debriefing

● Data Protection (GDPR)

● Requires approval from local Ethics Committee 

The Stanford Prison Experiment

Philip Zimbardo
https://www.prisonexp.org/

The Milgram Experiment

Stanley Milgram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milgram_experiment

https://www.prisonexp.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milgram_experiment


2. Animals in Experiments

● Comply with Home Office legislation

● Explain why there is no alternative to using animals

● Justify the number of animals they will use

● Requires approval from local Ethics Committee

● Meets 3Rs standards:
○ Replacement: development + use of models / tools to address 

important scientific questions without the use of animals.

○ Reduction: careful experimental design, experiments that add to the 

knowledge base.

○ Refinement: technology focussed on improved animal welfare



Animals in Research

https://www.understandinganimalresearch.org.uk/news/animal-research-statistics-for-great-britain-2023 

https://www.understandinganimalresearch.org.uk/news/animal-research-statistics-for-great-britain-2023


3. Scientific Integrity

Guarding against all forms of research misconduct:

● Fabrication

● Falsification

● Plagiarism

● Failure to meet ethical, legal and professional 

obligations

● Misrepresentation of data, attribution, interests, 

qualifications or publications

● Improper dealing with allegations of misconduct

https://retractionwatch.com/the-retraction-watch-leaderboard/top-10-most-highly-cited-retracted-papers/

https://retractionwatch.com/the-retraction-watch-leaderboard/top-10-most-highly-cited-retracted-papers/


4. Research and Society: Mental health

https://www.pnas.org/content/115/44/11203
Eichstaedt, J.C., Smith, R.J., Merchant, R.M., Ungar, L.H., Crutchley, P., 
Preoţiuc-Pietro, D., Asch, D.A. and Schwartz, H.A., 2018. Facebook 

language predicts depression in medical records. Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, 115(44), pp.11203-11208.

https://www.pnas.org/content/110/15/5802.full
Kosinski, M., Stillwell, D. and Graepel, T., 2013. Private traits and attributes 

are predictable from digital records of human behavior. Proceedings of the 

national academy of sciences, 110(15), pp.5802-5805.

https://www.pnas.org/content/115/44/11203
https://www.pnas.org/content/110/15/5802.full


5. Research and Society: Your brain



The Informatics Ethics Committee

https://uoe.sharepoint.com/sites/inf-researchservices/SitePages/Ethics.aspx

https://uoe.sharepoint.com/sites/inf-researchservices/SitePages/Ethics.aspx
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