
Public engagement



?

Public Engagement – what is it?



      ?

Public Engagement – why would we do it?



• Obligations on students
• You will consider the wider context of your research area, particularly… the 

importance of engaging the public with your research
• good practice for public engagement 
• required to communicate any ground-breaking research findings to the general public
• expected to participate in at least one public engagement activity per year.

• Annual review of each student
• Career development section
• Attend courses: public engagement; communication; presentation
• Public engagement activities over the last year

Public Engagement – what students are expected to do (in the CDT)



Annual review of each student
• Career development section

• Training on public engagement
• Communication
• Presentation skills
• Public engagement activities

Public Engagement – what students are expected to do (in the CDT)



• Participating in festivals
• Working with museums / galleries / science centres and other cultural venues
• Creating opportunities for the public to inform the research questions being tackled
• Researchers and public working together to inform policy
• Presenting to the public (e.g. public lectures or talks)
• Involving the public as researchers (e.g. web based experiments)
• Engaging with young people to inspire them about research (e.g. workshops in schools)
• Contributing to new media enabled discussion forums.

Opportunities for public engagement listed in the handbook



Wiki (internal) wiki.ed.ac.uk/display/CNPEO



Student activities to date (public)



Exploding hydrogen 





Discuss

• Who is the audience?

• What is the goal?

• Is there too much (or too little) information? Is it presented in the 
right order?

• What works well? What could be done better?
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Elephant toothpaste
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Examples of Public Engagement

Edinburgh Science 
Festival

Pint of Science
Sutton Trust 

Summer School Cabaret of Dangerous Ideas

Slide credit: Kasia Kokowska



Examples of Public Engagement

To the Moon: Laurie Anderson 
and Hsin-Chien Huang

Video
Science Ceilidh

Science is a Drag 
#LGBTSTEMDay

Get your research to 
Scottish Parliament

Slide credit: Kasia Kokowska



Examples of Public Engagement activities 
in the School of Informatics

We Need to Talk 
about AI

The Bright Club
The Profound Pan

Pint of Science at the Frankenstein 
2018

(originally performed as part of the 
Refraction at Leith Late 2017)

I’m an Engineer, get 
me out of here!

Slide credit: Kasia Kokowska


